                                         Installing casing and base  

· When placing moldings in a room, start with the "standing trim"–the door and window casings. Check to see if the edge of the jamb is flush with the wall surface; if it projects beyond, you may need to plane or belt-sand it flush. If it’s recessed, try to see if you can knock back the drywall at the jamb (don’t go out beyond the casing line). If you can’t nail and glue a thin strip of material over the edge to bring it out to the wall. 

· To trim a window, first cut the stool (sill) to length. The casings are set back from the face of the jamb about 3/16" to 1/4" on either side; this "reveal" is a classic shadow line, and it allows you to adjust the casing slightly if the window is not quite plumb. 
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To cut the stool (sill) to length place a piece of casing on each side of the jambs and mark those outside lines, add 2" stool will project 1" on each side. The casing will end at the stool horn (sill projection). If you want to case 4 sides (the bottom as well), then just bring the jamb around flush.
· Measure the side of the window or door from the stool or floor to the top jamb Add the reveal 1/4" and miter-cut the casings with the short side of the miter matching your measurement. Position the side casings with a 1/4" reveal all along the length of the side jamb and nail them in place with 2 to 2 1/2" 16 ga. finish nails as needed in the stud wall, and 1 to 1 1/2" 18 ga. Into the jamb . 
· Measure the head casing slightly longer than the two outside edges of the side casings. Miter cut both ends and try it in position, shave the miters to match the existing if needed and mark to length. Apply wood glue and nail them, for wood case if you can, set 18 ga. nails into the top jamb from the side. For MDF just glue as it may split a typical 3/8" thick casing.

· Once the door and windows are finished, you're ready to install the "running trim"–the ceiling and base moldings. 

· The first step is to locate the wall studs and mark their location on the wall just above the height of the baseboard with a light pencil mark. When you buy ceiling and base molding, try and buy lengths that will allow you to make complete runs without joints; if you can't do so, add 2' to any lengths that will be joined, so you can cut the joint over a stud. 

· To install base molding, start from any door. Measure from the door to the nearest wall. For wood cut the end of the first piece of base square, then measure the door-to-wall distance and cut the other end mitered then cope. Nail the first piece in place with pairs of 2 to 2 1/2" 16 ga. finish nails driven into each stud and into the floor plate the studs rest on. For mdf miter the corners and glue. Also add a 1/16" on sections over 12' and spring them in on inside corner runs, measure exact to door casing and outside corners.
· The second piece of base will be joined to the first with a coped cut at the inside corner (above).  To make a coped cut, first cut the end of the piece at a 45-degree angle with [image: image2.png]


the short side of the miter toward the face of the piece. Finish the cut with a coping saw, carefully following the cut edge along the face of the piece. If using MDF inside miters should be glued rather than coped.
· (Left) A coped joint, a scarf joint and an outside miter
· Measure from the bottom of the first piece of base to the next corner, then square-cut the second piece at the other end so it butts into the corner. Repeat the process for each inside corner. 

· Use a miter cut at outside corners. Few outside corners are exactly 90 degrees, so you'll have to use a protractor to find the exact angle, bisect that for the miter.  The Starret protractor will do both for you.
· If you need to join two pieces of molding in the middle of a run, set the first piece in place and mark the side of the stud nearest to the end of the piece. Miter back from that point far side of the stud. Install the first piece, but don't nail over the last stud where the piece is mitered. 

· Cut an opposite miter (closed miter above image) at the end of the second piece a touch longer than needed. Set it in place with the closed miter overlapping the open miter on the first piece mark it out then shave it down for the final cut. Apply glue to the joint and nail through both pieces into the stud then continue nailing to the corner. 

